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FRIENDS IN BURLINGTON. 

BY AMELIA MOTT GtJMMERE. 
(Continued from page 287.) 

III. 

" Unsung 
" By poets, and by senators unpraised." 

Cowper. 

About this time, when the " masters of families" and those 
with them had their properties fairly under successful culti- 
vation, and had overcome the first difficulties incidental to 
settling a wilderness, the question of building a meeting- 
house began to be considered. The meeting had out-grown 
the capacity of any private house. The amount of subscrip- 
tion raised during the next five months was £132 16s., 1 and 
Francis Collings was contractor for the new building. 

" 5 of 12 mo. 1682. Friends took it into consideration of 
what service it might be to visit such Friends y* are newly 
come over and are unsettled to advise w h them and under- 
stand what their intent is, either to take up land or follow 
some other imploy and to y e utmost endeavor to assist them 
in their intention. 

It is ordered that a meeting-house be built according to a 
draught of six square building of forty foot square from out 

1 For list of subscribers and amounts paid by each, see p. 47, Book A, 
Burl. Mo. Mtg. 

Yol. vii.— 25 ( 353 ) 
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to out for which he is to have 160<£, which y e meeting 
engageth to see y e Persons paid that shall disburst y e same 
to Francis Collings." 

There is a note in the minute of 2 / 11, 1684, " when the 
meeting engageth to pay the under money lent out of the 
first money received to buy boards for the meeting-house." 
This was later on. During its rather slow building, Friends 
met in private houses. In this interval they issued several 
documents of advice to their members, and were also in fre- 
quent communication with London. The minute of 5th of 
9th mo. 1682, advises those who do not require them to 
guard against the admission of servants into their houses, 
especially such as do not "profess the same truth with us." 
The next contains the following: — 

" Friends ; to you who may be concearned this is written 
for y e Truth's sake by way of advice from y e Generall Meet- 
ing, that male and female both old and young who make 
mention of y e name of y e Lord, may all take heed that they 
be not found in, nor wearing of, Superfluity of Apparel nor 
Immoderate nor unseemly taking of Tobacco, also selling of 
needless things whereby any may take offence justly: but 
y* we may be found to be kept wnthin y e bounds of modera- 
tion, & within y e limits of y e Spirit of Truth & may be 
known to be governed by y e Truth in all Concearns. So 
shall we be to the Glory of God & y e comfort of one another, 
which is y e desire of 

Your Friends & Brethren." 1 

An entry showing the influence and importance of Wm. 
Penn's testimony against war occurs soon after and runs as 
follows : — 

1 The advice of Dublin Friends to those in America in 1681 had been more 
straight than this. They were admonished to refrain from the use of " costly 
attire, foolish Dresses, and new Fashions, ruffling Periwigs, needless Buttons, 
wide Skirts and long flap-sleeved coats," to " keep up their testimony against 
Stip'd and Flower'd Stuffs," and to avoid adorning their kitchens " with 
flourishing needless Pewter and Brass." " Let all young Men and others in 
Riding to or going from Meetings or other occasions refrain from Galloping 
and Riding after an aiery flurting manner, but let your moderation and 
gravity appear," &c. (Signed) William Edmundson, 

Abraham Fuller, 

Dublin Half-year's meeting, Amos Strettell. 

9 th , 10 th & 11 th of 9 mo. 1681. 
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"In behalf of Truth and y e Blessed Name of y e Lord y 6 
which we make a profession of, thought meet to write to our 
friends of the Monthly Meeting of Upland and Marcus Hook 
y* they, together with Wm. Penn, would be pleased to give 
this meeting an account Concearning y e report of y e prepara- 
tion for War, which God in his mercy hath given us a testi- 
mony against, y* we may know what satisfaction they can 
give y e Meeting therein, Samuel Jennings & Robert Stacy to 
draw up a paper to y e Meeting concearning it." 

It does not appear whether the report was read. There 
follows close upon this, mention of a letter received from 
George Fox ; and Christopher Taylor and Samuel Jennings 
were appointed to draw up a paper in answer to it ; it was 
" concerning the state of your meeting, and how many ye 
have and in what order." The reply was written " and left 
with Samuel Jennings to send it safe to G. F., and was 
directed to John Bringhurst at y e Book in Gracious Street/' 1 
London. 

Subsequently, several other epistles from Geo. Fox were 
received. Three of the original documents are still preserved, 
dated respectively, 1675, 1677, 1682. (The copy of the first 
was sent to America after being circulated in England for 
two years, and was full of general advice.) The three were 
addressed to Thos. Olive, Wm. Peachy, and Wm. Cooper, 
" to be dispurst abroad among Friends." They were to those 
in America, with messages for Barbadoes and West Jersey. 
The immense labors of Geo. Fox may be better conceived 
when we recollect that reports of the condition of meetings 
throughout the entire extent of the Society were sent him ; 
in each case eliciting a special reply of advice or approval. 

The meeting at Burlington and in the immediate neighbor- 
hood grew so rapidly at this time that the government of 
church affairs began to be an important power, vested in the 
hands of Friends who were aware of the grave duty resting 
upon them, and to whose careful supervision the entries bear 
abundant witness. Among other things, the publication by 
Daniel Leeds of an " Allmanack" containing various state- 

1 Gracious Street, now Grace Church Street.— -Hare. 
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ments evincing, as they thought, a " fro ward spirit," drew from 
those in authority, a remonstrance which ended in Leeds 
making an acknowledgment for the matter published. Soon 
after we find " John Day is ordered to speak to D. L. that 
he send nothing to the press before it be perused by this meet- 
ing." This was an early testimony against " pernicious read- 
ing." 

" At our men's monthly meeting held at Thomas Gardi- 
ner's" (1685). 

" Peter Woolcott was willing to make graves, and to look 
to y e Fences of y e burying-ground, and Friends are willing 
to see him paid an old English shilling for such mens or 
womens graves y* may not be paid for by y e persons y* 
employ him." 

Just about the same date is an order for a hearse " or car- 
riage to be built for the use of such as are to be laid in y e 
ground." Bernard Davenish, in 1689, and James Satter- 
thwaite, in 1695, succeeded to the position of sexton. Peter 
Woolcott, for his service in " opening and shutting y e Door," 
received 15s. quarterly. 

The cause of some delay in completing the meeting-house 
creates an involuntary smile, the contractor's private enter- 
prise of his own in getting married for the second time hav- 
ing absorbed his attention. The meeting " thought fit that 
John Budd should oversee the working of the meeting-house 
which belongs to Francis Collings to be performed." On F. 
Collings's marriage with Mary Gosling, the building pro- 
ceeded without further hindrance, and in 1691 (6 of 2 mo.) 
the minute states: — 

"This day it is ordered that our First day meetings at 
Burlington shall begin in the morning at the 9 th hour, and 
at the 2 d hour in the afternoon ; and be held both morning 
and evening in the meeting-house." 

The accompanying picture of this hexagonal structure is 
from a drawing presented to the artist, a native of Burlington, 
by Samuel Emlen. The court for a short time held session in 
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this building ; but in 3 mo, 1691, it was ordered that Bernard 
Davenish " should not suffer the Court to be kept in our 
meeting house any more." At the Quarterly Meeting held 
at Wm. Biddle's, 3 of 9 mo. 1691, 

"It was thought good and therefore ordered that what 
marriages for time to come shall pass Friends' Monthly 
Meeting and have unity and consent of Friends, shall be 
solemnized at the usual meeting place." 

A charge of 95. due Anthony Weston is recorded for 
"colouring y e meeting house." At this time Friends appear 
to have become finally settled in their new building, which, 
however, was not capable of being warmed during the winter 
season until the new brick addition was put up several years 
later, when proper heating arrangements were made. During 
inclement weather, when it was impossible for delicate per- 
sons to sit in a cold room, they met again at private houses. 
Foot-stoves, which are now almost forgotten, or kept as heir- 
looms only, were then the constant companions of our ances- 
tors, and all that rendered their stay in meetings possible. 
The next few minutes record, five years later, the erection of 
the " new meeting house ;" which was in reality the addition 
just referred to, forming part of the old hexagonal house and 
built back of it, the roofs joining. 

''3 mo. 4 ,b 1696. It was proposed at this meeting the 
building of a winter meeting house. It was agreed that it 
should be done as folio weth, viz.: a Brick house of Brick and 
half thick after it is raised a foot and a half from the ground, 
which is to be done with good sound stone and the wall to 
be built of equal height with the old meeting-house and the 
roof to be covered with cedar and join on the other roof, the 
breadth to be equal with one of the old house and the length 
30 feet. ^ To be plastered with lime and Hair, and lined below 
with slit deal 4 ft. high from the seats — with 2 good pine 
floors, one of them to be grooved. Divers necessary things 
omitted here are left to be agreed for by the workmen by / 
Samuel Jennings, Robt. Hudson, Jr., Jno. Hollingshead, Tho. 
Raper, Sam 1 Furnis, and Henry Grubb, whom this meeting 
appoints to take care of the same and to agree with a work- 
man or workmen, any 4 of the 6 mentioned agreeing provided 
they all be consulted about it." 
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"9 mo. 1696. Whereas the former subscriptions concearn- 
ing the building of the winter meeting house falling short, 
it is ordered that Henry Grubb and Christopher Wetherill 
do get subscriptions for defraying the charge that remains." 

"3 of 3 mo. 1697. Whereas there is a gate made at the 
west end of the burying ground by James Satterthwaite, it 
is ordered that Friends dwelling on the back side of the 
town shall have the use of said gate in meeting time, they 
paying the charges of the iron- work and making the said 
gate." 

This occupied the same relative position as the present 
Wood St. entrance, although not on precisely the same spot, 
and was a part of the old wood fence. 14 of 3 mo. 1698, 
" posts and rails" were ordered to be put before the meeting 
house ground. 10 of 4 mo. 1698, the "new burying ground" 
was ordered fenced. 

There occurs about this time notice of John Tomlinson and 
wife and the people from their plantation being "visited be- 
cause not attending meeting." Reason given: "they were 
offended at women's speaking in public, but for the future 
they should be more diligent." 

The Quarterly Meeting minutes of a rather earlier date 
than the above (31 of 12 mo. 1686) record the interesting fact 
of a meeting w 7 ith the Indians: — 

" Tho. Budd and Robt. Stacy are appt'd to give the Indians 
timely notice that Friends intend to visit them on the account 
of Truth, and also to desire the Indian interpreters to be there 
at that time to interpret between them and Friends." 

29 of 6th mo. 1693, the same minutes record: — 

"Women Friends acquaint this meeting of several Friends 
that are under sufferings in New England and in great dis- 
tress by reason of y e Indians by whom they are in danger to 
be killed if they stir abroad to work for food." 

Burlington promptly responded. These two meetings, it 
will be remembered, were held at Wm. Biddle's house. 
Meetings "for the instruction of Youth" were held from 
1697 to 1793 four times yearly, viz.: Chesterfield, 9 mo.; 
Burlington, 12 mo.; Chesterfield, 3 mo.; Burlington, 6 mo. 
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In the Archives of New Jersey 1 the following interesting 
census of West Jersey in 1699 is given, with a note subjoined 
by Wm. Doekwra, 2 who presented the statement to the Lords 
of Trade on the 21 of 8 mo. 1701. The tenor of his remarks 
will show that no love was lost by the Provincial Government 
for the Quakers. The almanac quoted from by Doekwra is 
that of our friend Daniel Leeds, whose publications, as we 
have seen, had been suppressed by his meeting. 

"Account of the Inhabitants of West New Jersey, as taken 
in the year 1699. Presented to the Board by M r Doekwra. 

Daniel Leeds in his Almanack for the year 1701 in the page 
of Nov br gives the following ace*. 

In Sep br 1699 The Freeholders in West Jersey were com- 
puted as follows 

Burlington County . . . . . . ... 302 

Gloster County . 134 

Salem County .326 

Cape May County 070 

In all 832 

Whereof Quakers .... 266 

In all more Christians . . . 566 

Note. — The Quakers are more numerous in Burlington 
County than in all the other Countys. Salem County has 
two to one for Gloster and 58 over. Tho the Quakers will 
have the latter double the number in the Assembly to that 
of Salem ; Contrary to Justice and Equity. Wherefore Salem 
will not Send Members till they have equall with Gloster, 
They paying double the Tax and more than Gloster." 

The Monthly Meeting records of 4 of 2 mo. 1698 state 
that "Isaac Mariott is appointed with Benjamin Wheat to 
provide a pine table for the use of this meeting against the 
next meeting." This pine table is still in use; it is of an 
unusually graceful shape and finish. Originally the clerk's 

1 Yol. ii. p. 305. 

2 William Doekwra was Receiver-General of the Province in 1688. In 
1686 one thousand acres of land had been granted him under the title 
" Merchant of the Parish of St. Andrew Undershaft, London/' He has been 
somewhat famous as having started the penny post in that city. His death 
occurred in 1717. 
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desk, it is now employed to receive the marriage certificate 
signatures, and is a cherished relic. 

" 3 of 1 mo. 1700. This meeting orders y e Receiver of y e 
Collections to pay Jno. Day 31b 3.. 2.. it being the Remain- 
der of Bridget Guy's Interest money during her life, taking 
up the bond & bring it to next meeting." 

There is reason to suppose that Bridget Guy originally 
owned at least a portion of the land where the meeting-house 
stood. Her name occurs occasionally in such a connexion as 
the above, she evidently having some claim on the meeting 
for money due her. The minutes do not make any direct 
statement to that effect, but confirm the impression of some 
of the present members that Bridget Guy was an original 
owner of the property. Eichard Guy, whose widow she was, 
came over in Fenwicke's colony and settled at Salem, remov- 
ing in 1690 to Burlington, where they both died. 

The Friends scattered about in neighboring villages gradu- 
ally built for themselves meeting-houses, and established 
Particular and Preparative Meetings, with the permission 
and aid of Burlington Monthly Meeting. The dates of their 
erection are given as follows : — 

Springfield, 1694 ; completed 1699 ; " on the hither side of Mattocopany 
Bridge" (Copeney now, 1881). 

Rancocas, 1702 New meeting house, 1722. 

fist " " 1715. 

Mt. Holly, called first Bridgetown . \ 2d " " 1762. 

I 3d " " 1837. 

Shrewsbury 1722. 

Trenton (originally Trent-town) 1741. 

Crosswicks 1713. 

Mount Holly's meeting-house of 1762 was built of the 
materials from the first "old meeting house and stable out 
town," being removed to the centre of the village, which had 
grown up at a short distance from the original home. 

28 of 6 mo. 1699, Burlington and Chesterfield appoint a 
suitable Friend to accompany travelling Friends to East 
Jersey and New York, "this provision to be constant." 
(From Quarterly Mtg. Eec.) 
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We are now come to the end of an eventful 23 years, and 
of the 17th century. The persecuted Quakers were become 
an independent and prosperous community of Friends. The 
exchange of Old England for Young America had brought 
them many more blessings than it had deprived them of. 
Civil and religious 1 liberty were enjoyed, and they had fairly 
entered on Burlington's most prosperous epoch, when, in the 
next four years, that place was to become an important cen- 
tre of trade, 2 sending its vessels to Calcutta and the West 
Indies. Indeed, for a very short time, Burlington enjoyed 
more commerce than her younger sister, Philadelphia, 
which, however, soon sprang into flourishing existence, and 
cast into the shade the town twenty miles above. The 18th 
century was in the main prosperous and peaceful until the 
war of the Revolution threw confusion among the quiet 
dwellers on the Delaware, and disturbed the community to 
its foundations. 

Of course by this time many had arrived who were not Friends 

1 " Item, That noe person qualified as aforesaid within the said Province 
at any time shall be any waies molested punished disquieted or called in 
Question for any difference in opinion or practice in matters of Religious 
concernements, who doe not actually disturbe the civill Peace of the said 
Province, but that all and every such person and persons may from time to 
time and at all times truly and fully have and enjoy his and their Judgments 
and Conciences in matters of Religion throughout all the said Province : 
They behaving themselves peaceably and quietly and not using this liberty 
to Licentiousness, nor to the civill injury or outward disturbance of others, 
any Law, Statute or clause conteyned or to be conteined usage or custome 
of this Realme of England to the contrary thereof in any wise notwith- 
standing."— From the " Concessions and Agreements of the Lords Propria- 
tors of the Province of New Cesarea or New Jersey to and with all and 
every the Adventurers and all such as shall plant or settle there." (New 
Jersey Archives, First series, vol. i. p. 30.) 

2 " IV. That the Port of Perth- Amboy, in East Jersey, and the Ports of 
Burlington and Cohanzie in West Jersey, may be established Ports of these 
respective Provinces for ever : and that no Ships bound to any of these 
Places shall be obliged to enter at any other port ; nor any Ships to be laden 
there shall be obliged to clear at any other port."— From Memorial to the 
King by the Proprietors of the Jerseys, relative to the Surrender of their 
Governments to the Crown. (New Jersey Archives, vol. ii. p. 405.) 
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—chiefly of the Church of England. The parish of St. Mary's 
was established by the Rev. John Talbot, the corner-stone 
of the old church, founded by Queen Anne, being laid 25, 
4 mo. 1763 ; the building is still in excellent preservation., 
Some intercourse existed between the members of the two 
denominations, but the " steeple-house" was regarded as a 
dangerous attraction by the older Friends. With these, and 
the later establishment of other churches, we have nothing 
to do directly. Our story confines itself entirely to the 
doings of Friends, and their life and work in the old town. 
Of one of the English clergy, the first rector Talbot, men- 
tioned above, we must, however, speak further, since the 
Friends had considerable trouble at his hands. This man 
was very bitter in his denunciations of the Quakers, calling 
them in a report to the Secretary of the " Society for Propa- 
gating the Gospel in Foreign Parts" u these anti-christians 
who are worse than the Turks." The town at the time com- 
prised few out the two sects, of which much the larger por- 
tion were Friends. The clergy viewed them with an intoler- 
ance truly surprising, considering the harmlessness of their 
conduct. This was further evidenced by their declining to 
appear in a public meeting held in the town-house (3 rd of 11 
mo., O. S., 1702) to answer the hot attacks made against 
their doctrines by the above-named gentlemen and George 
Keith. This latter was originally a member of Friends. In 
1691 he caused a controversy among them by an attack on 
their doctrine, in which 1 he alleged that those Friends who 
were in office in Philadelphia had executed laws against 
malefactors in a manner inconsistent with their tenets, and 
also affirmed that Friends preached more allegory than prac- 
tical Christianity. 4 mo. (0. S.) 1692 he was disowned by 
Phila. Mo. Mtg. of Friends. A number were drawn off in 
sympathy with him. Afterward joining the Church of 
England, he was returned by the Society for Propagating 
the Gospel, as their first American missionary, and helped 
the Rev. John Talbot in attacking Friends. These men 

1 Proud's History of Pennsylvania, vol. i. p. 363. 



Friends in Burlington. 363 

were too fresh from scenes of Quaker persecution in Eng- 
land not to feel an antagonism to their growing prosperity 
in the Jerseys; and, although good and Christian men in 
other respects, they shared that intolerant spirit common to 
the age which found an outlet in most unrestrained lan- 
guage, wherein the name of Quaker was made symbolical of 
everything heretic, heathen, and unchristian. Their preach- 
ing was said to have been " of cursing and Lyes, poisoning 
the souls of the people with damnable errors and heresies." 
An instance, quoted from a late church history, 1 will serve 
to show the meek and unresisting spirit which distinguished 
the Friends of that day. Although they were immovable in 
defence of law and justice, as was shown by their determi- 
nation in resisting the oppression of Lord Cornbury and 
others, they were willing rather to suffer than give offence. 

" Mr. Sharpe was very jealous to bring y e Quakers to stand 
a tryal : he carried one of y e 4 Bombs' [an attack published 
at the time] into their meeting and read a new challenge I 
had sent them to answer what they had printed : but all in 
vain. Samuel Jennings stood up and said, c Friends, let's call 
upon God.' Then they went to prayer, and so their meeting 
broke up." (Letter from J. Talbot to G. Keith, dated New 
York, Oct. 20, 1705.) 

Later (1713) the General Assembly, with Col. Robert 
Hunter, Governor of the Province, passed an act, 

" That the solemn affirmation and Declaration of the Peo- 
ple called Quakers shall be accepted and taken instead of an 
oath in the usual form, and for qualifying and enabling the 
said people to act as Jurors, and to execute any office of trust 
and profit in this Province." 

This occasioned a petition of remonstrance to "Her Majesty 
[Queen Anne], to prevent the giving her Royal Assent to so 
mischievous an Act" — a petition, however, of no avail ; and 
the churchmen were forced to be "disgraced" by seeing 
Friends in the Jury-boxes and Law Courts. 

1 History of the Church in Burlington, by Dr. Hills, 1876. 
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IV. 

" The victory is most sure 
For him, who, seeking Faith by Virtue, strives 
To yield entire submission to the law 
Of Conscience." 

Wordsworth. 

The name of Samuel Jennings has been frequently men- 
tioned. Those familiar with State history will have made 
his acquaintance before. He was very influential, not only 
because at one time Governor of the Province, but also in a 
private way among the citizens, and in the meetings of 
Friends. His coming to America was occasioned by Edward 
Byllinge claiming the right to govern West Jersey after 
having sold a large portion of the land. The Friends who 
were the actual owners, not caring at the time to cause a 
contest, submitted quietly, and Samuel Jennings came out 
as his deputy from his home (" Coleshill") in Buckingham- 
shire, 3 mo. 1680. 1 The remainder of his life was spent in 
Burlington, at his residence "Greenhill," a short distance 
from the town ; his office stood near the corner of Pearl and 
Main streets. We shall have occasion to refer to it again. 
His death occurred in 1709, before which Friends had be- 
come independent of any deputy in his capacity. His will^ 
after providing for his family, leaves a bequest to a very 
eminent member of the Society in England ; it runs : — 

"I give and bequeath unto my long-acquainted, worthy and 
endeared friend, Thomas Ellwood, of Hungerhill near Amer- 
sham in y e county of Bucks, in Great Britain, the sum of 
twenty pounds sterling money, to be paid out of my effects 
there to buy him a gelding, or otherwise, as he shall think 
fit." 

Horses are also left to the trustees. The witnesses are 
Thomas Gardiner, Thos. Rapier, and Daniel Smith. Richard 
Hill, at one time Mayor of Philadelphia, is a trustee. Isaac 

1 See letter of Saml. Jennings to Wm. Penn on the arrival of the former 
in the Delaware. — Smith's History, p. 124. 
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Pennington, Samuel Jennings's eldest grandson, was grandson 
also of Isaac Pennington, half-brother of Gulielma Maria 
Springett, wife of ¥m, Penn. The three families of Penning- 
ton, Stevenson, and Smith now represent the Jennings (or 
Jenings) family. 1 

There is much interesting matter yet to be gathered con- 
cerning the oldest Burlington families. These have only 
been in part published in the very entertaining histories of 
the Hill Family, by John Jay Smith, and the Burlington 
Smiths, by E. Morris Smith. The Journals also of Grellet 
and Woolman, with other biographical sketches, have made 
us familiar with the various important events in the lives of 
their subjects. This account, therefore, because not meaning 
to serve as a complete record of individuals, does not pretend 
to go into much detail, or family history, beyond what is 
immediately required. It aims rather to consider Burlington 
Meeting as a whole, and to present its doings. The inhabi- 
tants of the Quaker part of the community are already in 
a certain degree familiar to the local reader. Main facts are 
all that claim attention here, beyond such anecdotes as are 
unfamiliar, or may best illustrate character. 

Let us for a moment imagine ourselves among those going 
to attend service at 8 o'clock (the hour for worship at this 
time on First Day eve), in the early years of the last century. 
Drab is, at least, with the men, the universal color. " Small 
clothes," low, silver-buckled shoes, broad-brim hat, and heavy 
cane, constitute the style of dress. Their wives come in short- 
waisted gowns, coal-scuttle bonnets, elbow-sleeves, fitting 
tightly to the arm, and mits reaching far enough up to join 
the sleeves. Handkerchiefs as white as snow are folded across 
the breast, and quiet and demure the tones in which greetings 
are exchanged as they enter the meeting-house yard. An 
occasional carriage, much on the pattern of a chest on wheels, 
with Venetian doors, and drawn by a friendly-looking horse, 
discharges its freight at the gate. More frequently, the 

1 R. M. Smith, in Burlington Smiths. For official acts of Samuel Jennings 
see New Jersey Archives ; also, Smith's History. 
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country Friends arrive on horseback, the wife on a pillion 
behind her husband, who shakes his head, as some youth, in 
whom young blood will stir itself, canters gaily past. The 
gate on the main street in front of the hexagonal meeting 
house was the spot at which those who did not walk were 
obliged to dismount. A row of stables stood along the north 
wall; there was no side-entrance until the erection of the 
present building in 1784. Friends, as we have seen, were 
obliged to travel long distances. There is a notice of ten 
men from Burlington and ten from Salem having shortly be- 
fore been appointed to clear a public road at the people's ex- 
pense. 1 

Frequent mention occurs in the minutes of "our meeting 
house on Broad St." This was an ordinary dwelling, pur- 
chased and used by Friends as a meeting-house. It stood on 
a lot situated just above Stacy, on the north side of Broad 
Street, adjoining that on which the Baptist church now stands. 
References are confusing in the various minutes. A piece of 
ground next above was afterward (1784) bought by Friends, 
and the whole sold (1792), when it became needful to erect a 
new school-house for the Preparative Meeting. 2 In regard 
to Main Street, there is a reference to the "great" or "new" 
meeting house in 6 ma 5, 1706, when the floor was ordered 
mended, and a committee appointed to "get convenient seats 
in gallery for the Yearly Meeting, and also get a little gal- 
lery for the public women friends made before the General 
Meeting." This hexagonal structure stood probably some 
feet below the present house, and back of it. In digging a 
recent grave the workmen disclosed portion of a thick founda- 
tion w T all, near the brick one on the north side of the grave- 
yard ; this is s apposed to have been part of the original 
meeting-house. The magnificent twin sycamores (or button- 
woods) which are known to be fully two hundred years old, 
and are yet standing in a green old age just behind the pre- 
sent house, stood then with their branches close to the quaint 
little steep-roofed, six-sided affair, which in our eyes, at this 

1 Smith. 2 See page 373. 
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later date, will suggest a "steeple house" in spite of ourselves. 
Friends had not quite freed themselves from the idea that a 
house for God's worship must have a higher roof than those 
about it. Hence the first meeting-house in Burlington boasted 
a superstructure that, whether they called it "observatory," 
"ventilator," or "chimney," must at least to the "world's 
people" have suggested a steeple. 

m "Ye 7 of y e 7 mo. 1701. This meeting taking into con- 
sideration y e late Riott of breaking up y e prison doors in y e 
doing of which were severall y* goos under y e denomination 
of Quakers, whereby a scandal is brought upon our Holy 
Profession, therefore y e meeting orders y e Friends appointed 
by y e particular meeting to inspect into disorders y t they 
speak to every ofender they know y* belongs to their meet- 
ing in order y t they give satisfaction to y e Governor and 
Friends." 

This was in consequence of a riot caused by some dissatis- 
fied people who, refusing to pay the. taxes levied by the 
Government, and paid by the majority of loyal citizens, 
created a disturbance on the 18th of 3 mo. (1701), when some 
eighty rioters forced open the prison doors, and rescued two 
of their number, who were under confinement for refusing to 
find surety for their good behavior in future. The number 
of Quakers in the town, in a petition to King William III. 
is referred to as being the reason that the disturbance was 
not more promptly suppressed — " many of the Inhabitants of 
that Towne are such whose Religious Perswasions will not 
suffer them to bear Armes." 1 

Here follows an extract from the Quarterly Meeting min- 
utes which is of much historical interest. It will explain 
itself. The following acknowledgment was sent, as appears, 
to Philadelphia Monthly Meeting, then belonging to Bur- 
lington Quarter : — 

" At y e Quarterly Meeting of Friends held at the house of 

William Beedle y e 22 of y e 12 mo. 1702 

This day a paper of acknowledgment signed by James Logan 
was read in this meeting & was thought convenient to be 
recorded here. 

1 New Jersey Archives, vol. ii. p. 379. 
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To Friends of the Monthly Meeting met at Philadelphia, 
this 25 of y e 10 mo. 1702. "Whereas, upon provocation given 
by Daniel Cooper of West Jersey injuriously (as was judged) 
to our proprietarys right and contrary to authority, invading 
in the 5 mo. last one of the reed Islands of Delaware over 
against this city, I undertook to go over to y e said Island to 
divert him from proceeding in his design accompanied with 
the Sheriffe of Philadelphia who hearing of an opposition de- 
signed, took with him some other persons with fire-arms for 
the greater awe of such as should attempt to oppose. And 
whereas occasion has been, or may be, taken from the said 
arms being carried in my company to reflect not only upon 
me as concerned for the Proprietary but also upon the pro- 
fession of God's truth owned by and amongst us, I do there- 
fore in a true sense of the inconveniences that have naturally 
ensued from the said action and its contrariety to the said 
Profession heartily regret my complying with or being in 
any wise concerned in that method which ministers such 
occasion and do in sincerity declare that could I have foreseen 
the ill consequences of it I should have by no means have 
engaged in it. Hoping and earnestly desiring that it may 
Please God the author of all good counsel and direction so to 
enlighten my understanding by his spirit that I may avoid 
not only all such occasions, but all others that by being 
contrary to his divine will may minister offence for the 

future. 

JAMES LOGAN." 

The records of Burlington Monthly Meeting, 6 of 8 mo. 
1703, contain this statement : — 

•"John Humphier8 complains on John Woolman for not 
making up his fence whereby he is damaged on cretuers 
[creatures] on his corn. John Woolman promises to make 
up his fence as soon as conveniently he can, and to pay w^hat 
damages his neighbors shall award him." 

This John Woolman was an ancestor of the famous minis- 
ter of that name. 

In the following year, all public meeting-houses were 
ordered recorded in the archives of the Province. They were 
carefully named by the meetings where they were owned, 
and on the 28 of 6 mo., same year, a full account of deceased 
Friends since the settlement of Burlington was forwarded to 
the Yearly Meeting, whose minutes, however, fail to give 
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the list. It seems that the Yearly Meeting of London re- 
quested those in America to forward the names of deceased 
Friends, and the action of Burlington Yearly Meeting was 
in response to that request. 

23 of 11 mo. 1704. " Friends: whereas I was charged in 
the face of the meeting by Restore Lippincott that I pulled 
off my hat when John Langstaff was buried is not true. I 
have many witnesses to the contrary. .... Thomas 
Atkinson." 

Further on we find (6 of 6 mo. 1705):— 

" Whereas some time since there w 7 as a paper sent in by 
Tho. Atkinson that Restore Lippincott charged him falsely 
in the face of the meeting with pulling off his hat att the 
time of John LangstafFs funeral whilst the priest was speak- 
ing for which at our last meeting some Friends were to speak 
to Restore Lippincott to be at our last Monthly Meeting to 
answer to itt for himself, and he making it appear by several 
evidences to be true, it is this meeting's Judgment that 
Restore Lippincott did not accuse Tho. Atkinson falsely." 

In 1704-5 Friends held their meetings for Springfield at 
the house of Restore Lippincott during the cold weather, the 
meeting considering the " badness of the way" in going to 
the usual house. 

11 mo. 24, 1704 (adjourned from previous day). Four 
young men (Joseph Endecote, Wm. Petty, Jr., Richard Eayre, 
and Jacob Lamb) make an acknowledgment for carrying 
arms, upon a rumor reaching them that the French were at 
Cohacksink: they proved to be Spanish and Indian runaways 
from a vessel on the river. The young men declared, 

"That it seemed best for those that had guns, to take 
them, not with a design to hurt, much less to kill, man, 
woman or child ; but we thought that if we could meet these 
runaways, the sight of the guns might fear them." 

"From our Monthly Meeting held at Burlington y e l &t of 
y e 11 mo. 1704, and continued by adjournment til y e 25 of 
y e same. 

To all captains and other military officers concerned — 
wereas : 

Vol. vii.— 26 
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Peter Tretwell, 
Tho. Gardiner, 
Tho. Kaper, 
William Gabitas, 
Sam'l Furniss, 
Isaac Mariott, 
Peter Hearon, 
Daniel Smith, 
Thos. Scattergood, 
Tho. Smith, Jr. 
John Smith, 
Francis Smith, 
Natth. Pope, 

John Fenimore, 
Robt. Lucass, 
Richard Fenimore, 
John Simons, 
Tho. Lippincott, 

John Antrim, 
William Stevenson, 
Natt. Cripps, 
Henry Burr, 
Robert Harvey, 
Josiah Southwick, 
Joseph Parker, 
Edward Gaskill, 
John Antrim, Jr. 
John Powell, 
Josiah Gaskill, 
Sam'l Lippincott, 
Richard Browne, 
Tho. Briant, Sen., 
James Lippincott, 

John Brown, 
William Pancoast, 
James Antrim, 
Edward Barton, 
Robert Ganeton, 
Robert Smith, 
Joseph Jones, 



For Burlington. 

John Carlyle, 
Sam'l Lovett, 
Joshua Tomkins, 
Richard Oowgill, 
Henry Wilson, 
James Sarterthwaite, 
Isaac De Cou, 
Nathan Allen, 
Benj. Furniss, 
Edward Hardman, 
Jonathan Lovett, 
Barnet Laine, 
Tho. Wetherill, 

For Wellingborrou. 
Samuel Eves, 
Benj. Eves, 
Isaac Evans, 
John Harvey, 
Daniel Eves, 

For Northamton. 
James Antrim, Jr. 
Isaac Horner, 
Tho. Briant, Jr. 
Tho. Garwood, 
Richard Eayre, 
Tho. Furniss, . 
James Shinn, 
Matthew Worick, 
Thos. Bishop, 
John Wills, 
Joshua Humphries, 
John Woolman, 
William Haines, 
John Harvey, Shoomaker, 
Tho. Stoaks, Jun. 

For Mancefield. 
Michael Buffin, 
Jonathan Woolston, 
Daniel Hall, 
Sam'l Gibson, 
James Jilkes, 
John Smith, 



Robt. Tullis, 
Jno. Petty, 
Tho. Framton, 
Sam'l Mariot, 
John Barten, 
Solomon Smith 
Benj. Woolcott, 
Tho. Fenton, 
Tho. Chipman, 
George Parker, 
Sam'l Smith, 
Joseph Smith. 



Tho. Eves, 
Natt. Paine, 
Joseph Fenimore, 
Charles French. 



Richard Pearce, 
Joseph Endecott, 
Sam'l Gaskill, 
Restore Lippincott^ 
Sam'l Lippincott, 
Wm. Parker, 
William Petty, 
Joseph Davenish, 
Tho. Haines, 
Robert Hunt, 
Jacob Lamb, 
Zach. Roswell, 
James Buchanan, 



Isaac Gibbs, 
Sam'l Woolstone, 
Benj. Scattergood, 
Joshua Smith, 
William Foster, 
Edward Baulton. 
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For Chester and Eversham. 
John Hollinshead, John Eves, Tho. Paine, 

William Hollinshead, John Hackny, William Hackny. 

John Gosling, Anthony Fryer, 

Did att our last Monthly Meeting appear declaring that 
they were of y e Society of y e people called Quakers & that 
for conscience sake they could not bear nor use arms to y e de- 
struction of y e lives of men, and being willing to receive y e 
benefit of y e favor expressed to y e said People in an Act of 
Assembly lately made & published att Burlington entituled 
an Act for setling the Militia of this Province ; pursuant to 
the requirings of y e said Act, they do request of us that we 
would certifie that they were of the People called Quakers : 
and though most of them were well known to us, yet that 
we might act with more care and caution therein, we did 
appoint certain persons to make particular enquiry into their 
Behaviour & uppon such Enquiry made, we do not find any 
Reason to Deny them their request as aforesaid. 

These are therefore to certifye that the persons above 
named are of y e Society of y e People called Quakers, & were 
bo at y e time of y e making of y e said act. 

Signed in, & by order of, y e said meeting. 



John Brown, 
Sam'l Furniss, 

Samuel Jennings, 
Joshua Humphrey, 



Samuel Jennings, 
Tho. Gardiner, 



Sam'l Jennings, 
Peter Fretwell, 



Sam'l Jennings, 
Peter Fretwell, 



For Burlington, by 
Joshua Humphrey, 
Samuel Jennings, 

For Springfield, by 
Peter Fretwell, 
Thomas Eves, 

For Willingborrou, by 
Dan'l Smith, 
Peter Fretwell, 

For Northampton, by 
Tho. Eves, 
Tho. Gardiner, 

For Mancefield, by 

Tho. Eves, 
Tho. Gardiner, 



Tho. Eves, 
John Butcher. 



John Brown, 
Thos. Gardiner. 



Joshua Humphrey, 
Tho. Raper. 

Tho. Raper, 
Daniel Smith. 



Tho. Raper, 
Joshua Humphrey. 



For Chester and Eversham, by 
Sam'l Jennings, John Brown, Joshua Humphrey, 

Tho. Gardiner, Peter Fretwell, John Butcher." 
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The above minute appears without further explanation 
than that which it contains in itself. There must have been 
ample cause for such action in the condition of the Province 
and the occasional presence of the much-dreaded French. 
As it was, more than one Friend was obliged to confess hav- 
ing " taken up arms" for one cause or another. 

We now come to the first mention of a school kept in Bur- 
lington. It occurs in minute of 7th of 11 mo. 1705 : — 

" It is the request of some Friends of Burlington to this 
meeting that they may have the privilege of allowing a 
school to be kept in this meeting-house in Burlington, which 
request is answered by this meeting." 

There is no evidence of the master's name, nor where the 
majority of scholars came from, though there was evidently 
a large number of families in Burlington ; in fact, as before 
stated, it was almost altogether a Quaker settlement. 

In 1706 several young men "hear the priest." 

In 1709 Jonathan Lovett determines to join the Church, 
and is "sprinkled." 

In 1711 (17 of 3 mo.) money was raised to help Boston 
Friends build their meeting house. Friends from each par- 
ticular meeting were appointed to receive subscriptions, and 
the same was ordered forwarded to Samuel Carpenter, 6 of 
6 mo. 

In 1711 there began to be a movement toward changing 
the Yearly Meeting to Philadelphia, which, with its growing 
prosperity, numbered many Friends among its inhabitants 
and claimed the right of holding the annual assembly within 
its own limits. The time had not* yet come however, and 
the record speaks for itself: — 

" At our Monthly Meeting y e 7 th of the 11 mo. 1711. The 
minute of the Yearly Meeting was read at this meeting in 
Relation to Removing of y e Yearly Meeting to Philadelphia, 
which this meeting are all in general against, but would 
have it kept in its common course as it hath been used & in 
y e same plans and y e same time both as to worship & Busi- 
ness & with the same authority as formerly." 

1 mo. 5, 1716-17, a minute states that a subscription paper 
was started at that meeting to build a new house for the ser- 
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vice of the Yearly Meeting. The Committee appointed con- 
tinued a year and nine months, when, 4 of 9 mo. 1717, the 
amount raised was reported in the following list, chiefly 
valuable as showing the comparative size of the meetings : — 

£ s. d. 

Burlington 84 8 9 

Springfield . 21 4 

Northampton 10 10 

Mount Holly 10 14 

£126 16 9 

There is no very clear statement of the fact that a meeting 
house was finally built at that time, but the following minute 
from the Quarterly Meeting of 2 mo. 27, 1792, would seem to 
have been so interpreted by Bowden. Sixteen years before 
(in 1700) the Monthly Meeting records speak of a meeting 
house on Broad Street, which we incline to believe was not 
originally built by Friends, but adapted to their use. 1 The 
minute is as follows : — 

" In respect to the Meeting house and Ground on the North 
side of Broad Street, in Burlington. 

We find that Thomas Wetherill by Deed dated the 16 th of 
the 3 d Month 1716, in Consideration of the Sum of Ten 
Pounds, conveyed to Four Friends the said Lot, being 60 
Feet square to hold &c . . . . without pointing out 
any particular use. 

And it appears by a report last Quarter, that in 1779, 
liberty was given to the Preparative Meeting of Burlington 
to repair the House on the said Lot for the use of a School to 
be kept up by them conformable with the Recommendation 
of the Yearly Meeting; and in 1780, further liberty was 
given to make two Lodging Rooms in the chamber ; all of 
which has been done by that Preparative Meeting at a very 
considerable Expence, and used to accommodate a School- 
Master. 

(JOHN HOSKINS, 
Committee to investigate < DANL SMITH, 

(JOHN COX, June." 

During this time, it must be remembered, the inclination 
was varying in regard to a permanent transfer of the Yearly 

1 See page 366. 
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Meeting to Philadelphia. This was finally done in 9 mo. 
1760 ; for many years before, it was held at the two places 
alternately. From 1685 until 1760 — a period of 75 years — 
this had continued uninterruptedly. The change from 6th to 
9th month took place in 1755 ; from this to the 4th month 
(which is the present time) in 1798. 

1 of 2 mo, 1723, a subscription paper was started to aid 
Friends who had suffered " great loss by fire in Bristol." 

23, 11 mo. 1725, a charitable contribution was recommended 
for John Hanson, whose wife, four children, and servant were 
taken captives by Indians in New England. .£11. 45. were 
collected toward their ransom. 

4 of 9 mo. 1728, William Foster was disowned for " kill- 
ing his neighbor's tame deer, concealing the fact, and putting 
it to his own use." 

Friends were also at the same time desired to examine 
into the " remarkable passages of our Friend Tho. Wilson, 
who travelled among us in Truth's service." 

In 1723 it was " considered how the little meeting bouse 
might be enlarged," the book of discipline was ordered dis- 
tributed, and u read twice yearly" (in meetings). A General 
Meeting for worship was held Yearly at Egg Harbor. Estab- 
lished in 1726, it was for some years held regularly at that 
place. 

There was an astonishing number of marriages during 
these early years of the Monthly Meeting. The minutes are 
monotonous in their continuous recital of couples who went 
through the trying ordeal of " passing meeting" twice before 
they could accomplish their object. They were required to 
inform the meeting of their intention on the first of these 
occasions, and on the second to declare themselves " still of 
the same mind," and desire Friends' consent. The second of 
these appearances is now no longer required, and the infor- 
mation may be given in writing. 

The Quarterly Meeting minutes state that in 1729 a Peti- 
tion was sent to the Assembly concerning the bad effect of 
Fairs, and desiring a remedy. These Fairs were among the 
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important occurrences in Burlington's annual history. 1 They 
were held four times a year in the town, when people from 
far and near not only came to do their purchasing of what 
wearing apparel they did not make themselves, and of house- 
hold articles, but to learn the news. There was comparing 
of notes about Provincial matters, and the Governor's admin- 
istration ; the crops and trade ; the compounding of recipes, 
and preparation of "simples ;" who was born, and who dead ; 
whose son had taken up arms and w r as "training;" and 
w T hose daughter had married out of meeting and joined the 
" world's people." So great an affair was this annual trading- 
time, that, when Monthly Meeting fell on that day, for a 
number of years it was invariably adjourned until the Fair 
was over ; the young Friends were particularly enjoined to 
observe great discretion in regard to behavior and apparel, 
remembering the Profession which they made as Quakers 
before the world. The first minute in regard to the matter 
is under an early date: — 

"At our Mens Monthly Meeting held att our Meeting 
House Burlington, y e 4 th of y e 8 mo. 1697. Ordered at this 
meeting that our next Monthly Meeting be deferred one week 
longer than the usual Day because the fair falling on that 
Day the Meeting should be." 

Later, 1 of 9 mo. 1714:— 

"And by reson the publick faire being this day and many 
friends having much business so as they cannot well attend 
the Meeting. It was thought necessary to ajorn y e said Meet- 
ing to the next second day following being the 8 th day of 
this Instant." 

1 " • • that the Proprietors of West Jersey may hold . . Markets in 
every Week, for ever on Monday, Wednesday and Friday at Burlington in 
West Jersey, and four Fairs in every Year, these to begin the [ ] Monday 
in the Months of [ ] and each Fair to continue Six Days." — " Memorial" 
to the King, dated " August 12th, 1701." — N. J. Archives, vol. ii. p. 406. 

The Proprietaries in 1683 instructed Gawen Lawrie to appoint Fairs " as 
soon as may be," and in the year 1686 " Wednesday in the week" was made 
market day by the Assembly. The semi-annual Fairs were held in 5th and 
10th months. In 1718 there were two market days in the year, a custom 
continued in a general way until the Ke volution. 
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The Quarterly Meeting of Burlington having desired in- 
formation of Philadelphia on the subject, that Yearly Meet- 
ing advises none of its members, in marrying, " to approach 
nearer in kindred than what is agreed on and restricted by 
the church of England, as appears published in print in a 
table inserted in divers Bibles." 

"Att our Monthly Meeting at Burlington y e 7 th of y e 12 th 
mo. 1731. The Friends appointed to attend the Quarterly 
Meeting are Daniel Smith Matthew Ohampian and Thomas 
Scattergood Edward Bartin, William Coate and Nathaniel 
Cripps, which Friends are to report y e state of this Meeting : 
that Friends are in love & unity and that meetings are gene- 
rally keept to and the Discipline is put in practice in good 
degree. And as to the ministry, those that appear amongst 
us in publick are generally well received, Their Testimony 
being sound & edyfying & are in love and Unity one with 
another & diligent in attending meetings." 

At this date, and for many years after, as many as thirty 
or thirty-five Representatives were usually sent from Bur- 
lington Quarterly Meeting to attend the Yearly Meeting. 

(To be continued.) 



